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June 22, 2009

 Mr. Joel H. Peck

Clerk of the State Corporation Commission

Document Control Center

P.O. Box 2118

Richmond, VA  23218-2118

Dear Mr. Peck:

I am writing to register my opposition to the 13 percent rate increase request by Appalachian Power currently under consideration by the SCC as PEU-2009-00038.  I believe the request in its current form is excessively high and poorly timed given the rate increases approved last year and the economic hardships currently facing many Virginians. 

The November 2008 increase of 19.3 percent to the base rate that Appalachian Power charged, when coupled with their previously approved 2008 rate increases, resulted in a total increase of approximately 31 percent.   Now, less than six months after their last increase, Appalachian Power is requesting that the SCC approve another rate increase amounting to an additional 13 percent escalation in charges to the average residential customer’s cost for electricity.

Considering the current economic recession, this additional rate increase by Appalachian Power is simply not economically feasible for many Virginians.   Indeed, the current rate increase request is ill-timed.   Many of my constituents are experiencing personal and business related struggles that have left them financially vulnerable.   I believe such a high increase at this time would create a hardship on our citizenry and on our small business owners who are struggling to recover from this economic downturn.    In addition, our elderly, disabled, and unemployed populations would be particularly affected as their fixed incomes and reduced circumstances already force them to make sacrificial financial decisions.

For these reasons, I respectfully request that the Commissioners of the State Corporation Commission reject the pending 13 percent rate increase request by Appalachian Power.

Sincerely,
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Ben Cline

Member, Virginia House of Delegates
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