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By Nick Needham
Morning News 
Columbia Bureau
nneedham@florencenews.com

COLUMBIA — A State
Law Enforcement Division
examination into Gov. Mark
Sanford’s travel expenses
during trips in which he
rendezvoused with his mis-
tress found no improper use
of public funds.

SLED Chief Reggie

Lloyd made the announce-
ment during a press confer-
ence Thursday where he
called the governor ‘ex-
tremely cooperative’ with
law enforcement.

Lloyd and several other
SLED agents met with the
governor at the official res-
idence Wednesday to dis-
cuss how the governor paid
for the trips.

SLED looked at docu-
ments from the Attorney

General’s office, the Budget
& Control Board and the
governor’s personal ac-
counts.

Sanford said he paid for
the trips with his own per-
sonal cash, largely to help
keep his affair a secret.

Lloyd said his agency
had also gotten dozens of
requests from lawmakers,
some asking legal ques-
tions, and others that are, to
Lloyd, politically motivated.

“One thing that SLED
will not do is get in matters

By Jamie Rogers
Morning News
jrogers@florencenews.com

Several consumers have fallen
prey to businesses that claim to of-
fer automobile manufacturer’s
warranties but in fact are selling
shoddy service plans, according to
data from the Better Business Bu-
reau.

Uncertainty in the American
automobile industry has opened
the way for some businesses to use
questionable practices to lure resi-
dents into unfair service contracts
that have nothing to do with their
car’s original factory warranties,
Kathy Graham, CEO of the BBB of
Coastal Carolina Inc., said.

It’s possible some companies
that offer service contracts might
be targeting Chrysler and GM cus-
tomers — even claiming to be affil-
iated with these companies when
they really aren’t, she said.

According to BBB research, the
consumer actually is being sold a
separate extended service contract
that isn’t associated with the car
manufacturer’s warranty.

“When the economy is down,
these people just come out of the
woodwork,” Graham said. “I mean,
they want to take people’s last dol-
lar.”

Telemarketers call and claim a
warranty has or is about to expire,
she said. They then put pressure on
the car owner to renew or extend
the warranty.

Unfortunately, older residents
often give in to these scare tactics,
Graham said.

“Seniors seemed to be the ones
that fall for it,” she said. “They use
their fear tactics and they scare the
seniors into thinking they aren’t
going to be safe driving down the
road because their warranty is no
good. The BBB would tell you that’s
the first read flag.”

Whenever a salesperson tries to
rush you into doing something, it’s
usually a good idea to take your
time, she said.

These offers aren’t always pre-
sented by phone, but also by mail,
Graham said.

“They send postcards (and)

Scammers
turn to
warranties
for profit
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South Carolina Law Enforcement Director Reggie Lloyd talks to media about his office’s review of Gov. Mark Sanford’s travel expenses Thursday.

SLED clears Sanford

By Meg Kinnard 
Associated Press

COLUMBIA — South Carolina first
lady Jenny Sanford says she might be
able to forgive her husband’s much-
publicized affair with an Argentine
woman, but true reconciliation will
take more time.

In a statement e-mailed to re-
porters Thursday, Jenny Sanford
called her husband’s behavior inex-
cusable but said she might be able to

First lady willing to forgive governor
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Flags fly in the breeze at the
TNT Fireworks stand run by
volunteers from the Delmae
Ruritan Club on Thursday in
the Walmart parking lot in
west Florence. Funds raised
by the club are used locally
for good works such as
building wheelchair ramps
and sponsoring a family for
Christmas. For more photos
of local fireworks sales, see
page 6A.

Program provides work experience

SLED examined documents from
trips, determined no improper use

Wife: She might be able to
give Sanford another chance

By Shireese M. Bell
Morning News
sbell@florencenews.com

Federal stimulus money is
helping about 1,000 teenagers and
young adults gain valuable work
experience in the Pee Dee.

The Pee Dee Regional Council
of Governments and its service
providers have been able to offer
summer jobs to teens and young
adults ages 16 to 24 through Youth-
Works, a summer employment
program funded by the American
Recovery and Reinvestment Act
that was signed into law in Febru-
ary by President Barack Obama.

Through YouthWorks, partici-
pants earn wages and gain valu-
able job skills.

Vickie Tyner, work force devel-
opment director, said the federal

stimulus money will make an im-
pact in the Pee Dee.

“We feel like the kids will get a
meaningful experience wherever
they’re working and they’ll also
get the monetary benefit to help
them and their parents because so
many people are out of work right
now,” Tyner said. “I think this is a
very meaningful use for the mon-
ey in the Pee Dee. It’s designed to
help the most in need.”

Tyner said more than 2,500
applications were received for

the program.
The Pee Dee Regional Council

of Governments administers and
disburses the stimulus funds lo-
cally.

The council has contracted
with several agencies in the area,
including the Paxen Group, to pro-
vide train work readiness train-
ing.

More than 40 young adults have
participated in the Paxen’s 30-hour
work readiness training program
that provides the basic skills need-
ed to be successful in a working en-
vironment.

After completion of the train-
ing program, participants are
placed at job sites such as the Flor-
ence County Sheriff ’s Office to put
their training to good use.

ON THE WEB
� Pee Dee Regional Council of
Governments: http://peedeecog.org

� Pee Dee Work force Investment
Board: www.peedeewib.org
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