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Hearing set for ex-mayor, w

! appeared in federal court Tuesday for an That all changed when he withdrew his
Lauas LenneaU and arraignment in connection with a federal guilty plea and decided to plead not guilty.
She"a Berry remain on bon'dictment that alleges they took nearly a Soon after, Sheila Berry was added to a

quarter of a million dollars from the feder- 62-count second, superseding indictment
By Jamie Rogers al government. and has been on bond since last year.
Morning News Lenneau Berry has been on bond since During Tuesday’s arraignment held be-
jrogers@florencenews.com he was charged in a January 2009 federalin-  fore U.S. District Court Magistrate Judge E.
dictment. Skipworth Swearingen it was decided both
FLORENCE — Former Latta Mayor He'd previously agreed to plead guilty if would be allowed to stay out on bond until
Lenneau Berry and his wife, Sheila Berry, the government wouldn't prosecute his wife. their federal trial, which is expected to be

held in mid-March, said Assistant U.S. At-
torney Bill Day who is prosecuting the
case.

According to count one of the previous-
ly sealed superseding indictment, Lenneau
Berry who was aided by his wife, embez-
zled $243,741 from the U.S. Social Security
Administration.

See LATTA, 6A

Obama
ready to
deal on
health bl

By Ricardo Alonso-Zaldival
and Charles Babington
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Sig-
naling he’d meet critics part
way on health care, Presi-
dent Barack Obama said
Tuesday he’s willing to sign
a bill even if it doesn't deliv-
er everything he pursued
through a year of grinding
effort at risk of going down
as a dismal failure.

The Democrats’ massive
health overhaul legislation

AP PHOTOS BY ALEX BRANDON

is stalled in Congress by dis- A woman walks through the snow Tuesday on the National Mall in Washington, with the &lgpitait disrehber.sRelei/ ndx

agreements within the party
and the loss last month of

their 60th Senate vote, and “to make some money.”

with it, control of the agen-
da. Republicans suspect that

| Street, with Franklin Park in Washington, behind him as the snow continues to fall irsthd Méasiaisdgieadac o Sargel

=== Trapped In a winter wonde

political trap. On Tuesday,
the president tried to change

the dour dynamic, indicat- Show ShutS dOWﬂ

ing he could settle for less in

percent of federal employees work
outside the Washington region any-

order to move ﬁheg\d. ; federal government, way. Others were working from

“Let’s put the best ideas . home despite the snow. An IRS
on the table,” Obam_a told_re- I|fe 9095 on spokesworgan said tax returns
porters after meeting with By Jessica Gresko should not be affected.
congressional leaders of Associated Press “Anything that is critical is go-
both parties. “My hope is ing to get done,” said Linda
that we can find enough over- WASHINGTON — If snow keeps Springer, a former director of the
lap that we can say; this is the 230,000 government employees Office of Personnel Management,
right way to move forward, home for the better part of a week, which oversees the federal work
even if | don't get every sin- will anyone notice? force of nearly 2 million workers.
gleg]klz)n;ngg?;lWg?/g’rarching With at least another foot of David Fiore, who works for the

0\ | snow headed for Washington, ) _Im-
goals are to rein in medical | Phiadelphia and New York, we're ors Bt ol 1 LS. Stomkad up on
costs and expand coverage about to find out. The federal gov-  dumping up to 3 feet of snow in So far, the effects have been neg-  groceries Tuesday in Washington
to millions of uninsured. ernment in the nation’s capital has some parts of the region. Offices ligible. Many essential government d said he pl dtod
Specifically, Obama said | ; i ; i i and said he planned to do some
{ argely been shut down since Friday could remain closed at least through services are performed at offices
See HEALTH, 6A afternoon, when a storm began Wednesday, around the country, and about 85 See WEATHER, 6A

JobLink center to connect employment

From staff reports

FLORENCE — Goodwill Industries of Lower
South Carolina is expanding its mission services to
the Florence community,

Goodwill began providing services today at its
new JobLink Center, located inside the Florence
Goodwill retail store at 1551 Second Loop Road. The
JobLink Center will be open Monday through Fri-
day from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

In an effort to streamline services, Goodwill has
entered into a partnership with Florence Adult Ed-
ucation to provide certification programs that in-
clude Work Keys and Work Core Employability
Skills training. The Center will be open to everyone
in the community and, in addition to the certifica-
tion programs, will offer career coaching, job train-
ing and other employment placement services.

The South Carolina Commission for the Blind
will be available to provide job preparedness and
computer training using special equipment to blind

Works to help low-income seniors, with multiple
barriers to employment, receive training to find
jobs.

“When people have economic independence,
they tend to be happier, more confident and con-
tribute more to their community,” said Rick Shelley,
area director of Workforce Development. “It is our
mission to help every individual who walks through
the doors of our JobLink Center. We are excited to
make a difference in the community”

Goodwill Industries of Lower South Carolina is
a nonprofit social service organization whose mis-
sion is to help people achieve their full potential
through the dignity and power of work. More than
90 percent of Goodwill's revenue goes to fund mis-
sion-related services. Goodwill serves its mission by

providing career counseling, job training, and oth-
er employment-related programs to people with bar-

STAFF/ REBECCA J.DUCKER

riers to employment. Carla Frantz of Effingham and Bertha Gamble of Florence exf

Last year, Goodwill placed more than 1,000 peo-
ple into new jobs and served more than 19,000. For

Web sites as they work their first day on the job as customer ¢

and severely visually impaired individuals. information about Goodwill's programs and servic- at the new JobLink Center inside the Goodwill on Second Loo
Goodwill also has partnered with Experience es, please visit www.palmettogoodwill.org. on Tuesday.
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